
 

 

had mistaken for a deer. No matter what 

time of year, there is always much to learn 

and do around the center. 

     Although we are still caring for a few 

youngsters that were born in late fall, 

AWARE typically receives only two or 

three dozen animals per month from De-

cember through February. During these 

months, volunteers are able to get all of the 

feedings, clean-

ings, dishes, and 

laundry done on 

schedule and still 

have time during 

their shift to com-

plete other tasks. 

In fact, beyond 

caring for the ani-

mals in rehabilita-

tion, volunteers spend much of their winter 

shift hours providing enrichment activities 

for AWAREôs ambassadors, for example, 

glove-training our raptors, taking our opos-

sum for outdoor walks, and providing our 

bobcat with new toys to ñhunt.ò In addi-

tion, there is more time during the winter 

months to make  improvements  around the  

(continued on page three) 

     As the new year begins, the volunteers 

and staff at AWARE are enjoying the last 

month or so of relative calmness at the 

center. Starting as early as late February, 

the center will again be flooded with ba-

bies of many different species in addition 

to all of the adult animals we rescue. If 

AWAREôs work in 2011 is any indica-

tion, the volunteers and staff are in for 

their busiest year yet. Last year, AWARE 

rescued more than 1,600 animals (over 

600 in April and May alone), a 10% in-

crease from 2010. 

These animals rep-

resented 120 dif-

ferent species rang-

ing from large ani-

mals like great 

horned owls and 

foxes to tiny hummingbirds and flying 

squirrels. AWARE had some memorable 

visitors at the 

center as wellð

an adorable fawn, 

a majestic eagle, 

an exotic Sulcata 

tortoise, and a 

goat that someone 

January 2012 

A Narrow Escape 
     One Sunday morning last fall, AWARE 

received a call about a hawk who had got-

ten himself into an unusual predicament. 

Because the hawk was located not far from 

where I live in Tucker, AWARE called to 

ask if I was available to rescue him. I like 

to help with rescues and wasnôt busy at the 

time, so I quickly got some things together 

and headed out. Susan McLeod and Tom 

Gondeson, who had called about the hawk, 

were waiting for me in front of their home 

when I arrived. Like me, they had been 

enjoying a relaxing Sunday morning when 

some flapping movements out their back 

window caught their eye. Looking more 

closely, they dis-

covered that a 

hawk had gotten 

one of his wings 

trapped in a nar-

row gap between 

two boards in 

their back fence. 

Not knowing how 

to help the hawk 

without causing injury to the bird or to 

themselves, they called AWARE. 

     (continued on page four) 
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In June 2011, everyone on AWAREôs board of directorôs was shocked. An anonymous donor pledged $50,000 to 

AWARE over five years ($10,000 per year), if we could acquire ten new donors who would contribute $5,000 each 

over five years ($1,000 each per year). We had about 90 days to find these donors. AWARE had never tackled any-

thing this ambitious before, previously existing from donation to donation. With an all out blitz, eleven donors met this 

challenge. As a result, AWARE will have $21,000 per year donated for five years. We are very thankful to the follow-

ing donors. 

 

Annick Berghman   Tom Derby        Sheila and John Kozak 

Amanda Atkins    Edwards-Furr Family       Kathryn Lince 

Briarcliff Animal Foundation  Georgia Power Foundation      Virginia and Alexander Hoffman 

Bryans Family Foundation  Dr. Jason Hutcheson, For Petôs Sake  

 

And a very special thank you to our anonymous donor who pledged $50,000!    

What a Gift! 

AWARE would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their contributions of  $1,000 or more. 

2011 Leadership Donors 

NewFields              

Bob Dawson   

Linda and Gordon Potter             

Warren Gerhardt 

Houlihan Lokey 

B. Wardlaw 

Klondike Area Civic Association 

The Marianne Halle Animal  

Support Foundation  

Thanks to Mr. Charles Moore of Medical Sales & Service Inc. for his generous donation of an automatic x-ray 

processor.  www.cmooremedical.com 

Helping Us Mend Broken Bones 

Thank you to all of our generous supporters.   

Your gifts and time are greatly appreciated.  

We couldnõt do it without you! 

Thanks to Everyone! 

   Eric Albright raised $2,000 for AWARE by doing what he loves to do bestðride his bike cross 

country. (At left, Eric Albright presents a check to Marjan Ghadrdan of AWARE.) During the first 

week of October 2011, Eric rode from Atlanta to Nashville, down the Natchez Trace Parkway, 

along the Mississippi River into Memphis and then back to Nashville and Atlantaðaround 2,000 

miles. He asked friends to pledge money for each mile of his trip. He donated the money to two 

groups: the Animal Rescue League of Northwest Georgia and AWARE.   

   Ericôs Ride for Pets shows that with a little creativity anyone can raise money for AWARE by 

doing what they love to do.   

Eric Albrightôs Ride for Pets 

THANK YOU!  

http://www.cmooremedical.com/
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center. These improvements include fixing cages, building nest 

boxes, organizing supplies, and doing some ñspringò cleaning. 

The volunteers accomplish a lot during the winter, but the 

slower pace gives them more ñquality timeò with AWAREôs 

ambassador animals. 

     When spring rolls around, the center fills with baby animals 

like rabbits, squirrels, owlets, and 

songbird nestlings. Once this happens, 

the volunteers never have an idle mo-

ment. During ñbaby season,ò which 

usually runs from March through Sep-

tember, the center takes in animals by 

the hundreds, 

rather than the dozens. As a result, vol-

unteers must hustle to accomplish all of 

the feedings and cleanings on time. 

Many of the baby animals require fre-

quent hand-feedings of formula, some as 

often as every 20 minutes. As a result, dishes and laundry 

sometimes pile up until someone gets a free moment to do 

them. The telephone rings incessantly with callersðperhaps as 

many as 100 a dayðwondering what to do about a variety of 

situations, for instance, a nestling that has fallen to the ground, 

a baby rabbit that has been caught by a cat, or a raccoon that 

has made its home in their attic. Volunteers and staff often stay 

late during baby season to finish their tasks and spend time with 

the ambassador animals. In spite of the hectic pace, however, 

AWAREôs volunteers and staff enjoy and 

take pride in the work that they do. 

    AWARE experienced a lot of growth 

and success last year. We welcomed our 

new director, Dr. Tarah, and rescued more 

animals than ever before. Our ambassador 

animals educated and inspired the crowds 

at festivals like the Stone Mountain Pow 

Wow and the Candler Park Fall Festival. 

Our staff helped thousands of callers find 

ways to protect and peacefully coexist with 

wildlife. As we start the new year, we an-

ticipate even more growth and exciting 

developments around the center. If you would like to volunteer 

at AWARE and become a part of the rewarding work that we 

do, please call the center for more information. Youôre sure to 

have a ñwildò experience. 

A Wild Year at AWARE 

Windy, AWAREõs  

ambassador barn owl, 

impresses onlookers at 

the Candler Park Fall 

Festival.  

     At AWARE Wildlife Center, we are 

looking forward to the New Year and 

the promise of things to come. We are 

lucky to have such committed staff, 

and we continue to expand our base of 

dedicated volunteers. With the guid-

ance of AWAREôs board of directors 

and management team, AWARE is in 

the process of developing a strategic 

plan that will focus on improving the 

quality of rehabilitation for our wild-

life patients and education for the public. Our future goals and 

current mission will always be one and the same: to preserve 

Georgiaôs native wildlife through rehabilitation and education. 

     In 2011, AWARE received more than 1,600 injured and 

orphaned animals, over 100 animals more than the center re-

ceived in 2010. Our hope is always that all of these animals 

can be released back to the wild to live out the rest of their 

lives, but the reality is that many animals donôt make it be-

cause their injuries are too severe. Despite our best efforts, 

some animals donôt survive rehabilitation. Some that do sur-

vive cannot be released to the wild because their injuries are 

too serious. 

     To help as many animals as possible, AWARE started a 

new program late last year to help find permanent homes in 

educational facilities for some of our non-releasable wildlife. 

We believe that this kind of program is important because edu-

cation of the community-at-large plays such an important role 

in the conservation of wildlife and the environment. 

     We are happy to report that recently we were able to find 

permanent homes for three animals. Two sister opossums will 

soon be placed permanently in a wildlife facility near Newport 

News, Virginia. They came to 

AWARE several months ago as 

healthy animals, but they had 

been raised as pets in someoneôs 

household. Unfortunately, wild 

animals raised as pets have a diffi-

cult time surviving in the wild 

because they often donôt have the ability to find food or seek 

proper shelter. The third animal, a black vulture, will also soon 

have a home in an educational facility in Chattanooga, Tennes-

see. The vulture had a perma-

nent wing injury and was 

unable to fly, but it had a 

tremendous will to live. It 

was finally captured near a 

grocery store where observ-

ers said it had survived on 

the ground for more than 4 months!  

     We look forward to helping even more animals in 2012 and 

are hopeful that this program will provide an alternative option 

for some of the animals that canôt be released back to the wild.  

Directorõs  

Reflections  from  the  Wild  

songbird nestlings  

orphaned gray squirrel 
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Did you know...  

a red-shouldered hawkôs call can be heard from a mile away? 

To learn more about hawks or to listen to their calls, visit   

allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-shouldered Hawks 

I didnôt expect freeing a hawk from a fence to be an easy 

task, but when I saw what this hawk had gotten himself into, I 

was worried. His left shoulder was tightly wedged between 

two close-fitting boards about 10 inches from the top of the 

fence, and it was badly cut and bruised. The poor bird was 

suspended in midair, unable to do anything but flap his right 

wing helplessly. As I approached, the hawk let out several 

piercing cries, unmistakably those of a red-shouldered hawk, 

in this case, a juvenile. After covering the birdôs eyes with a 

towel to keep him calm and grasping his legs to control his 

talons, I attempted to slide the hawkôs shoulder out from be-

tween the boards so that I could lift him clear of the fence. 

Nothing budged. Tom suggested that he go around to the 

other side of the fence to lift the wing from that side. Even 

with his help, however, I was unable to free the hawk even 

slightly. Finally, Susan climbed a step stool to pry the two 

boards apart while Tom and I gently maneuvered the hawk. 

The first attempt was unsuccessful; the boards would only 

move a fraction of an inch. We tried again, however, as the 

only alternative would be to remove one of the boardsða 

solution that would 

take more time and 

also create a noisy, 

stressful situation that 

could cause the hawk 

to further injure him-

self. Fortunately, after 

a few more careful, 

concerted efforts, we were able to free the hawk and I 

promptly took him to AWARE. 

     Once at AWARE, our licensed rehabilitators examined the 

hawk, treated his wounds, and gave him some pain medica-

tion. Miraculously, no bones were broken, and he was soon on 

the mend. Susan and Tom, who nicknamed the hawk ñRed,ò 

kept in touch with me by email to monitor his progress. They 

also came out to visit the center during one of our weekend 

tours, arriving with  several much-needed items from 

AWAREôs wish list.  

     For the first couple of weeks, Red stayed in one of 

AWAREôs indoor raptor cages, where his wounds were 

treated daily and his health closely monitored. After a couple 

of weeks, Redôs wounds were mostly healed, and he was 

moved to an outdoor cage. The cage had enough room for him 

to fly, but was small enough to allow volunteers to continue 

monitoring his wing. When Redôs injuries were completely 

healed, he was moved to a large flight cage with lots of room to 

fly around and regain his 

strength. Throughout this time, 

Red never lost his spirit, loudly 

protesting at being held captive 

whenever he was approached.  

    At the end of October, 

AWAREôs rehabilitators deter-

mined that Red was ready to re-

turn to the wild. They checked 

the forecast for a block of days 

when the weather was predicted 

to stay warm and sunny, and I 

called Tom and Susan to arrange to meet for the release. When 

release day arrived, I drove to AWARE to pick up Red and 

transport him back to Tucker. While rescuing a hawk stuck in a 

fence is certainly a challenge, capturing an able-bodied hawk in 

a flight cage poses its own set of challenges. This hawk certainly 

had regained his flight! After several attempts, I finally captured 

Red and placed him in one of AWARE's special raptor carriers 

to transport him back to his home. As was fitting, Red screeched 

the whole time. Once in the carrier, he thrashed about noisily, 

protesting until the very end.  

     Susan and Tom met me in front of their house, and we 

walked across the street to a wooded area to prepare for the re-

lease. Tom and I had cameras at the ready, but before the carrier 

door was even fully opened, Red shot out like a flash and flew 

to the top of a tall tree. He briefly hopped among some high 

branches, then he took off above the trees and flew out of sight. 

Even though we missed our photo opportunity, we all felt deeply 

rewarded by seeing a beautiful wild animal return to its natural 

habitat. Not long after the release, I received this email from 

Susan: 

ñWe think Red came back to visit the Monday after he 

was released. Tom saw a bird land and we realized it was 

a red-shouldered. It was in the exact area as before and it 

was munching away on either a mockingbird or a blue 

jay. It was getting a lot of attention from the other birds, 

which I guess could have been a way for him to get into 

his former predicament (flapping his wings while perch-

ing on the fence). I like to think it was Red coming back 

to show us he was not as silly as we thought! We will 

keep an eye out!ò    

by Melanie Furr  

A Narrow Escape 
(continued from page one) 

Red fussed at volunteers whenever  
he was approached. 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-shouldered_Hawk/lifehistory







