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A Wild Year at AWARE
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A Narrow Escape

One Sunday morning last fall, AWARE window caught their eye. Looking more

received a call about a hawk who had gi closely, they dis-
ten himself into an unusual predicamer covered that a
Because the hawk was located not far frc hawk had gotten
where | live in Tucker, AWARE called tc one of his wings
ask if | was available to rescue him. | liki 4 trapped in a nar-
to help with rescui; row gap between
time, so | quickly got some things togeth: ' two boards in
and headed out. Susan McLeod and T their back fence.
Gondeson, who had called about the hay Not knowing how
were waiting for me in front of their hom to help the hawk

when | arrived. Like me, they had bee W|thout causmg injury to the bird or tg
enjoying a relaxing Sunday morning whe themselves, they called AWARE.
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THANK YOU!
What a Gift!

In June 2011, everyone on AWAREOGs board of directc
AWARE over five years ($10,000 per year), if we could acquire ten new donors who would contribute $5,000 eac
over five years ($1,000 each per year). We had about 90 days to find these AWWRE had never tackled any-
thing this ambitious before, previously existing from donation to donation. With an all out blitz, eleven donors met thi
challenge. As a result, AWARE will have $21,000 per year donated for five years. We are very thankful to the follow
ing donors.

Annick Berghman Tom Derby Sheila and John Kozak

Amanda Atkins EdwardsFurr Family Kathryn Lince

Briarcliff Animal Foundation Georgia Power Foundation Virginia and Alexander Hoffman

Bryans Family Foundation Dr. Jason Hutcheson, For Petbds Sake

And a very special thank you to our anonymous donor who pledged $50,000!

2011 Leadership Donors

AWARE would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their contributions of $1,000 or more.

NewFields Warren Gerhardt Klondike Area Civic Association
Bob Dawson Houlihan Lokey The Marianne Halle Animal
Linda and Gordon Potter B. Wardlaw Support Foundation

Eric Al brightoés Ri de

Eric Albright raised $2,000 for AWARE by doing what he loves to dodeste his bike cross

& miles. He asked friends to pledge money for each mile of his trip. He donated the money to twc
N groups: the Animal Rescue League of Northwest Georgia and AWARE.

Ericéds Ride for Pets shows that with a [|it
~ =4 doing what they love to do.

Helping Us Mend Broken Bones

Thanks to Mr. Charles Moore of Medical Sales & Service Inc. for his generous donation of an autenawatic X
processor.www.cmooremedical.com

Thanks to Everyone!

Thank you to all of our generous supporters.
Your gifts and time are greatly appreciated.
We couldndét do it without vyou!


http://www.cmooremedical.com/
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Reflections from the Wild

At AWARE Wildlife Center, we are cation of the communitatlarge plays such an important role
looking forward to the New Year andn the conservation of wildlife and the environment.

the promise of things to come. We are e are happy to report that recently we were able to find
lucky to have such committed stafhermanent homes for three animals. Two sister opossums will

and we continue to expand our base Qo pe placed permanently in a wildlife facility near Newport
dedicated volunteers. With the guid- News, Virginia. They came to

ance of AWAREOSs | "TAVARECskvRral months ago as
—7 and management team, AWARE is healthy animals, but they had
the process of developing a strateg
plan that will focus on improving thé
| quality of rehabilitation for our wild-

household. Unfortunately, wild

animals raised as pets have a diffi-
‘ cult time surviving in the wild

e they

In 2011, AWARE received more than 1,600 injured ahdve a home in an educational facility in Chattanooga, Tennes-
phaned animals, over 100 animals more than the centesae- The vulture had a perm= ' 0¥

n donot have

) . . . - ofte )
eorgiads native wildlife t;Rf0Had THe tlidRithal, & Bla@kiviit@rd wiftdlsd sobnd U € @

i ves, but the reality i s trerheadbus mil roy livea it nake
cause their injuries are too severe. Despite our best efforés finally captured near

some animals donét s ur vi v egroceeyhstote iwherret caseri . Bt do
vive cannot be released to the wild because their injurieseasesaid it had survived oZ4 ' ' -

too serious. the ground for more than 4 months!

To help as many animals as possible, AWARE started aVe look forward to helping even more animals in 2012 and

new program late last year to help find permanent homearahopeful that this program will provide an alternative option
educational facilities for some of our nogleasable wildlife.f or some of the animals that
We believe that this kind of program is important because edu-

center. These improvements include fixing cages, building s#siations, for instance, a nestling that has fallen to the ground,

A Wild Year at AWARE
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boxes, organi zing suppl i es,hababynmbbidtoat hagbeen @wanght bfi a pat, or i gaccoon that a n

The volunteers accomplish a lot during the winter, but thes made its home in their attic. Volunteers and staff often stay

sl ower pace gives them mor late diringbabyiseason td finish ¢heir tasks and spehdNi \EEth s
ambassador animals. the ambassador animals. In spite of the hectic pace, however,
When spring rolls around, the center fills with baby animQSVAREOS vol unt e er s b S A ff en
§ like rabbits, squirrels, owlets, andgke pride in the work that they do. .
\ songbird nestlings. Once this happens,AWARE experienced a lot of growtl+
the volunteers never have an idle mand success last year. We welcomed
_ men t. During fi b a hew directera Br.oTarahpand wesdued g
usually runs from March through Sepanimals than ever before. Our ambassa
tember, the center takes in animals lapimals educated and inspired the cro
songbird nestiings  the  hundreds at festivals like the Stone Mountain Pd
rather than the dozens. As a result, Wow and the Candler Park Fall Festiv
unteers must hustle to accomplish all Our staff helped thousands of callers fimtindy. AWAREGSs
the feedings and cleanings on tinf : ways to protect and peacefully coexist Wil ecses onreoror ot
Many of the baby animals require fr /' - wildlife. As we start the new year, we ate Candler Park Fall
guent handeedings of formula, some asSorphaned gray squirel ~ ticipate even more growth and excitiﬁ‘@“i"a"
often as every 20 minutes. As a result, dishes and laumgnyelopments around the center. If you would like to volunteer
sometimes pile up until someone gets a free moment teadBWARE and become a part of the rewarding work that we
them. The telephone rings incessantly with callgperhaps asd o , pl ease calll the center for

many as 100 a ddywondering what to do about a varietydfave a fAwil do experience.
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(continued from page one)

I didnodt expect freeing ahedled h&was moyges toa largeeflight eagetwith loks ©f roamto e
task, but when | saw what this hawk had gotten himself intofly around and regain his
was worried. His left shoulder was tightly wedged betweestrength. Throughout this time,
two closefitting boards about 10 inches from the top of th&ed never lost his spirit, loudly
fence, and it was badly cut and bruised. The poor bird warotesting at being held captive
suspended in midair, unable to do anything but flap his rigithenever he was approached.
wing helplessly. As | approached, the hawk let out several
piercing crigs, unmistakably those of_ a-mfcbulde.red hawk, AtA QEE Oesnd (r)fe (ﬁf:;ogeir,l itators .deter-
|tovr\1/eI t; Eele Sh' o als e d a j l;‘.vle nil e. | f%i}gvetd Bkt Recd(?/vgseréaﬂinOgre-t he birdés eyes
p him calm and grasping his legs to contro' t} 'n to the wild. Th@ checked

tal ons, I attempted to sli gfor&cgs?forhaabéf(%fsdayghowder out fro

tween the boards so that | could lift him clear of the fenc\?’hen the weather was predicted Red fussed at volunteers whenever

Nothing budged. Tom suggested that he go around to Egestay warm and sunny, and | he was approached.
other side of the fence to lift the wing from that side. Eve&llled Tom and Susan to arrange to meet for the release. When

W?th his h_elp, however, I_was unable to free the hawk Velease day arrived, | drove to AWARE to pick up Red and
slightly. Finally, Susan climbed a step stool to pry the tWt?ansport him back to Tucker. While rescuing a hawk stuck in a
boards apart while Tom and | gently maneuvered the ha

The first att i ful the board Id nce is certainly a challenge, capturing an ddadied hawk in
€ first attempt was unsuccessiul, the boards would o 3?Iight cage poses its own set of challenges. This hawk certainly

move a fract'lon of an inch. We tried again, however, as t Sd regained his flight! After several attempts, | finally captured

only alternative would be to remove one of the baaras Red and placed him in one of AWARE's special raptor carriers
solution that_ would to transport him back to his home. As was fitting, Red screeched
take more time and the whole time. Once in the carrier, he thrashed about noisily,

also creat.e a noisy, protesting until the very end.
stressful situation that

could cause the hawk Susan and Tom met me in front of their house, and we
to further injure him- walked across the street to a wooded area to prepare for the re-
self. Fortunately, after lease. Tom and | had cameras at the ready, but before the carrier
a few more careful, door was even fully opened, Red shot out like a flash and flew
concerted efforts, we were able to free the hawk andtd the top of a tall tree. He briefly hopped among some high
promptly took him to AWARE. branches, then he took off above the trees and flew out of sight.
rlr:even though we missed our photo opportunity, we all felt deeply
arded by seeing a beautiful wild animal return to its natural
itat. Not long after the release, | received this email from
usan

Once at AWARE, our licensed rehabilitators examined t
hawk, treated his wounds, and gave him some pain medi Qv
tion. Miraculously, no bones were broken, and he was soon )
the mend. Susan and Tom, w ‘ni cknamed the hawk HARed, 0
kept in touch with me by email to monitor his progress. They iwe t hi nk Red came back to \
also came out to visit the center during one of our weekend was released. Tom saw a bird land and we realized it was
tours, arriving with  several mueateeded items from a redshouldered. It was in the exact area as before and it
AWAREG6s wish [|ist. was munching away on either a mockingbird or a blue

For the first couple of weeks, Red stayed in one of jay_. It was getting a lot of attention from thg other bir_ds,
AWAREG® s i ndoor raptor cages W_h"*w rg%e:?sg_oul%hl::\v be%\’/‘oad“%"é hlmv\goeqetemto
treated daily and his health closely monitored. After a couple his former-pre |cam§nt flapplng his wings Wh”? perch:
of weeks, Redoés wounds were!l (ggh?ﬁerge).hllgeatqtlalrﬁiltwaglﬁegcmﬂlrégb A S
moved to an outdoor cage. The cage had enough room for him to show us he was not as silly as \we thought! We wij
to fly, but was small enough to allow volunteers to continue keep an eye outlo

monitoring his wing. When UpMeapisFur nj uries were completel
Did you know...
areds houl dered hawkoés call can be healrd

To learn more about hawks or to listen to their calls, visit
allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-shouldered Hawks



http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Red-shouldered_Hawk/lifehistory










